Our Lady Queen of the World Church
3155 Winterbrook Drive * Bay Point, CA 94565-3264
Tel: (925) 458-4718 - Fax: (925) 458-3161
Email: rectory@olqw.org - Website: http://www.olqw.org
http://facebook.com/olqwbaypoint

FIRST SUNDAY OF LENT: MARCH 5, 2017
Fr. Peter Ngo Duc Dung, Parochial Administrator
Deacon Loc Nguyen
Office Hours
Monday 10:00AM to 12PM
Tues. – Fri.: 8:00AM to 12PM
Masses
Saturday Vigil: 5:00PM (English)
7:00PM (Spanish)
Sunday: 8:00AM, 10:00AM, 12 Noon
4PM (Vietnamese)
Weekdays: Mon-Fri. 7:30AM, Sat. 8AM
First Friday: after 7:30PM Benediction
Devotions
Adoration & Benediction: Fridays from 5PM-7:30PM
Our Lady of Perpetual Help Novena-Wednesdays
after morning mass
Chaplet of the Divine Mercy- Mondays & Fridays
after morning mass
Confessions
Saturday 3:30PM to 4:30PM or by appointment

RCIA
Adults seeking Baptism, Confirmation, Eucharist, or
membership in the Catholic Church, contact Rene
Asuncion at 925-458-4574.
Baptisms
Pre-Baptism classes for parents and godparents held
every second Tuesday of the month. Contact the
parish office. Spanish Classes, contact Hilda Avelar
at 925-458-3656. Vietnamese baptisms, contact Fr.
Peter Dung at the parish office.
Marriage
Contact the parish office at least six months in
advance.
Religious Education
Contact Rene Asuncion, Director of Rel. Ed.
Tel:(925) 458-4574 *Website: olqwre.olqw.org
Email: director@olqwre.olqw.org
St. Vincent de Paul
Food pantry opens Mondays 9:30AM -11AM in the
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MASS INTENTIONS
Monday, March 6
7:30 am
Mr. & Mrs. Dionicio Rambac
Tuesday, March 7
7:30 am
Tilton Family
Wednesday, March 8
7:30 am
James Philip Bautisa
Thursday, March 9
7:30 am
Howard Tilton
Friday, March 10
7:30 am
Peter & Martha
Saturday, March 11
8:00 am
Phanxico Xavie Ky
5:00 pm
Gertrudes Flores
7:00 pm
(SP) Miguel Agredano
Sunday, March 12
8:00 am
Maria Tran Thi Tuyet
10:00 am
Art Asuncion
12:00 pm
Lopez Family
4:00 pm
(VIET)

FIRST SUNDAY OF LENT
MT 4:1-11
At that time Jesus was led by the Spirit into the desert to be
tempted by the devil. He fasted for forty days and forty nights,
and afterwards he was hungry. The tempter approached and said
to him, "If you are the Son of God, command that these stones
become loaves of bread." He said in reply, "It is written: One
does not live on bread alone, but on every word that comes forth
from the mouth of God."
Then the devil took him to the holy city, and made him stand on
the parapet of the temple, and said to him, "If you are the Son of
God, throw yourself down. For it is written: He will command his
angels concerning you and with their hands they will support you,
lest you dash your foot against a stone." Jesus answered him,
"Again it is written, You shall not put the Lord, your God, to the
test." Then the devil took him up to a very high mountain, and
showed him all the kingdoms of the world in their magnificence,
and he said to him, "All these I shall give to you, if you will
prostrate yourself and worship me." At this, Jesus said to him,
"Get away, Satan! It is written: The Lord, your God, shall you
worship and him alone shall you serve."
Then the devil left him and, behold, angels came and ministered
to him.

PRAY FOR THE SICK
PARISH ORGANIZATIONS &
CONTACTS
Filipino Association
cheska.simon@yahoo.com
Hispanic Association
Gladys Giron (925) 334-9873
Columbiettes
Columbiettes08@gmail.com
Knights of Columbus
gk7164@yahoo.com
Regina Mundi Guild
Patsy Welty, President 925-458-6787
St. Vincent de Paul Society
Louise Salazar, President
Legion of Mary
Rick Belza
925-261-0283

Vietnamese Association

Fr. Culver, Carol Hampton, Ed Plaza, German Duarte, all those
in the Parish who are sick, and all those listed in the Book of
Intention. If you would like a name added to the prayer list,
please call the rectory.

STEWARDSHIP/FINANCE
February 26, 2017: $5,036
2015 Assessment: Owe $34,937
Please make all checks payable to either “OLQW” or
“Our Lady Queen of the World.” This applies to all second
collections also, unless otherwise noted. Capital Campaign
checks are written to: Reclaiming Christ’s Mission Together.

CONTRIBUTION STATEMENTS
Contribution statements for the 2016 year are now available. If
you would like to receive a statement, please make a note on
your weekly envelope or contact the parish office. If you are not
a registered parishioner or do not have an envelope number, no
contribution statements will not be available.
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REFLECTING ON THE GOSPEL

MESSAGE OF HIS HOLINESS POPE FRANCIS
FOR LENT 2017
"The Word is a gift. Other persons are a gift"

In each of the three Synoptic Gospels (Mark,
Matthew, and Luke), after Jesus' baptism by John,
Jesus is reported to have gone to the desert to fast
and pray for 40 days. In each case, while in the
desert, Jesus is tempted by the devil.
Matthew and Luke give more detail than Mark does,
but each one tells how the devil tempts Jesus in the
desert. In Matthew, as in Luke, the devil presents
three temptations to Jesus. The devil tempts Jesus to
use his power to appease his hunger; he tempts Jesus
to put God's promise of protection to the test; and he
offers Jesus all of the kingdoms of the world if Jesus
will worship the devil. In each case, Jesus resists the
temptation, rebuking the devil with words from
Scripture.
The account of Jesus' temptation in the desert is
filled with allusions and parallels to the Old
Testament, including the story of the people of
Israel. The Israelites spent 40 years wandering in the
desert in Exodus, for example, and Jesus spends 40
days in the desert. As the Israelites were tempted
during the Exodus, so too is Jesus tempted.
Each temptation offers insight into both God and the
human condition. Jesus' rejection of the temptations
shows that he will not put God to the test.
Grounding himself on the word and authority of
Scripture, Jesus rebukes the devil, confident in God's
protection and faithfulness.
As we start our journey through Lent, our Sunday
readings call us to adopt the same confidence that
Jesus had in the face of temptation: God's word
alone will suffice; God's promise of protection can
be trusted; God alone is God.
http://www.loyolapress.com/our-catholic-faith/liturgical-year/sundayconnection/first-sunday-of-lent-cycle-a-sunday-connection

BIBLE QUIZ
The first three kings of Israel, in order, were:
A. David, Solomon, Saul
B. Solomon, Saul, David
C. David, Ahaz, Solomon
D. Saul, David, Solomon
Last week’s answer: The story of Samson and
Delilah is found in which book of the Bible?
C. Judges

Dear Brothers and Sisters,
Lent is a new beginning, a path leading to the certain
goal of Easter, Christ’s victory over death. This season
urgently calls us to conversion. Christians are asked to
return to God “with all their hearts” (Joel 2:12), to refuse
to settle for mediocrity and to grow in friendship with
the Lord. Jesus is the faithful friend who never abandons
us. Even when we sin, he patiently awaits our return; by
that patient expectation, he shows us his readiness to
forgive (cf. Homily, 8 January 2016).
Lent is a favourable season for deepening our spiritual
life through the means of sanctification offered us by the
Church: fasting, prayer and almsgiving. At the basis of
everything is the word of God, which during this season
we are invited to hear and ponder more deeply. I would
now like to consider the parable of the rich man and
Lazarus (cf. Lk 16:19-31). Let us find inspiration in this
meaningful story, for it provides a key to understanding
what we need to do in order to attain true happiness and
eternal life. It exhorts us to sincere conversion.
1. The other person is a gift
The parable begins by presenting its two main
characters. The poor man is described in greater detail:
he is wretched and lacks the strength even to stand.
Lying before the door of the rich man, he fed on the
crumbs falling from his table. His body is full of sores
and dogs come to lick his wounds (cf. vv. 20-21). The
picture is one of great misery; it portrays a man
disgraced and pitiful. The scene is even more dramatic if
we consider that the poor man is called Lazarus: a name
full of promise, which literally means God helps. This
character is not anonymous. His features are clearly
delineated and he appears as an individual with his own
story. While practically invisible to the rich man, we see
and know him as someone familiar. He becomes a face,
and as such, a gift, a priceless treasure, a human being
whom God loves and cares for, despite his concrete
condition as an outcast (cf. Homily, 8 January 2016).
Lazarus teaches us that other persons are a gift. A right
relationship with people consists in gratefully
recognizing their value. Even the poor person at the door
of the rich is not a nuisance, but a summons to
conversion and to change. The parable first invites us to
open the doors of our heart to others because each
person is a gift, whether it be our neighbour or an
anonymous pauper. Lent is a favourable season for
opening the doors to all those in need and recognizing in
them the face of Christ. Each of us meets people like this
every day. Each life that we encounter is a gift deserving
acceptance, respect and love. The word of God helps us
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to open our eyes to welcome and love life, especially
when it is weak and vulnerable. But in order to do this,
we have to take seriously what the Gospel tells us about
the rich man.
2. Sin blinds us
The parable is unsparing in its description of the
contradictions associated with the rich man (cf. v. 19).
Unlike poor Lazarus, he does not have a name; he is
simply called “a rich man”. His opulence was seen in his
extravagant and expensive robes. Purple cloth was even
more precious than silver and gold, and was thus
reserved to divinities (cf. Jer 10:9) and kings
(cf. Jg 8:26), while fine linen gave one an almost sacred
character. The man was clearly ostentatious about his
wealth, and in the habit of displaying it daily: “He
feasted sumptuously every day” (v. 19). In him we can
catch a dramatic glimpse of the corruption of sin, which
progresses in three successive stages: love of money,
vanity and pride (cf. Homily, 20 September 2013).
The Apostle Paul tells us that “the love of money is the
root of all evils” (1 Tim 6:10). It is the main cause of
corruption and a source of envy, strife and suspicion.
Money can come to dominate us, even to the point of
becoming a tyrannical idol (cf. Evangelii Gaudium, 55).
Instead of being an instrument at our service for doing
good and showing solidarity towards others, money can
chain us and the entire world to a selfish logic that
leaves no room for love and hinders peace. The parable
then shows that the rich man’s greed makes him vain.
His personality finds expression in appearances, in
showing others what he can do. But his appearance
masks an interior emptiness. His life is a prisoner to
outward appearances, to the most superficial and fleeting
aspects of existence (cf. ibid., 62). The lowest rung of
this moral degradation is pride. The rich man dresses
like a king and acts like a god, forgetting that he is
merely mortal. For those corrupted by love of riches,
nothing exists beyond their own ego. Those around them
do not come into their line of sight. The result of
attachment to money is a sort of blindness. The rich man
does not see the poor man who is starving, hurting, lying
at his door. Looking at this character, we can understand
why the Gospel so bluntly condemns the love of money:
“No one can be the slave of two masters: he will either
hate the first and love the second, or be attached to the
first and despise the second. You cannot be the slave
both of God and of money” (Mt 6:24).
3. The Word is a gift
The Gospel of the rich man and Lazarus helps us to
make a good preparation for the approach of Easter. The
liturgy of Ash Wednesday invites us to an experience
quite similar to that of the rich man. When the priest
imposes the ashes on our heads, he repeats the words:
“Remember that you are dust, and to dust you shall

return”. As it turned out, the rich man and the poor man
both died, and the greater part of the parable takes place
in the afterlife. The two characters suddenly discover
that “we brought nothing into the world, and we can take
nothing out of it” (1 Tim 6:7).
We too see what happens in the afterlife. There the rich
man speaks at length with Abraham, whom he calls
“father” (Lk 16:24.27), as a sign that he belongs to
God’s people. This detail makes his life appear all the
more contradictory, for until this moment there had been
no mention of his relation to God. In fact, there was no
place for God in his life. His only god was himself.
The rich man recognizes Lazarus only amid the torments
of the afterlife. He wants the poor man to alleviate his
suffering with a drop of water. What he asks of Lazarus
is similar to what he could have done but never did.
Abraham tells him: “During your life you had your fill
of good things, just as Lazarus had his fill of bad. Now
he is being comforted here while you are in agony” (v.
25). In the afterlife, a kind of fairness is restored and
life’s evils are balanced by good.
The parable goes on to offer a message for all Christians.
The rich man asks Abraham to send Lazarus to warn his
brothers, who are still alive. But Abraham answers:
“They have Moses and the prophets, let them listen to
them” (v. 29). Countering the rich man’s objections, he
adds: “If they will not listen either to Moses or to the
prophets, they will not be convinced even if someone
should rise from the dead” (v. 31).
The rich man’s real problem thus comes to the fore. At
the root of all his ills was the failure to heed God’s word.
As a result, he no longer loved God and grew to despise
his neighbour. The word of God is alive and powerful,
capable of converting hearts and leading them back to
God. When we close our heart to the gift of God’s word,
we end up closing our heart to the gift of our brothers
and sisters.
Dear friends, Lent is the favourable season for renewing
our encounter with Christ, living in his word, in the
sacraments and in our neighbour. The Lord, who
overcame the deceptions of the Tempter during the forty
days in the desert, shows us the path we must take. May
the Holy Spirit lead us on a true journey of conversion,
so that we can rediscover the gift of God’s word, be
purified of the sin that blinds us, and serve Christ present
in our brothers and sisters in need. I encourage all the
faithful to express this spiritual renewal also by sharing
in the Lenten Campaigns promoted by many Church
organizations in different parts of the world, and thus to
favour the culture of encounter in our one human family.
Let us pray for one another so that, by sharing in the
victory of Christ, we may open our doors to the weak
and poor. Then we will be able to experience and share
to the full the joy of Easter.
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ST VINCENT DE PAUL
FOOD DRIVE
We will maintain a donation barrel
for non-perishable foods in the
church foyer; please be generous.
Our groups of volunteers are here
every Monday, and they always
need groceries to help the needy in
our community. The demand has
been much greater!

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
EASTER DONATIONS
The Youth Group will sponsor an
Easter Egg Hunt after the 12:00 pm
mass on Easter Sunday April 16, 2017.
They are asking for donations of
plastic eggs, baskets and prizes or cash donations.
Donations can be brought to the CCD office or the
rectory.

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS

PARISH EVENTS
BAPTISM CLASS
Our next Baptism class for parents and
godparents is Tuesday, March 14 at 7pm.
Please register at the parish office. We will
not schedule any baptisms during the season of Lent.

LENTEN SOUP
Come join the Parish Community
every Monday during Lent for a
simple Lenten soup dinner. This
Monday, March 6, the dinner will be hosted by the
Regina Mundi Guild.
STATIONS OF THE CROSS
Our Lenten tradition of praying The
Stations of the Cross will continue
every Friday during Lent at 7:00 pm
in the Church. All are invited to come
and enter into the Passion of our
Lord.

ST. PATRICK’S DINNER
The Knights of
Columbus will be
sponsoring the 9th annual St.
Patrick's dinner on Saturday,
March 18th. Tickets will be on sale
after all masses through March
12th. No tickets will be sold at the
door.
Adults: $12.50
Youth 10 & Under: $6.00
KNIGHTS OF COULUMBUS ROSARY
All are invited to participate in a
rosary on Tuesday, March 7 at
6:45pm in our Church to pray for
the sainthood for Father Michael
McGivney to be recognized.

AROUND THE DIOCESE
LENTEN TAIZE PRAYER SERVICE
Wednesdays, March 8 – April 5, 7:00 pm – 8:00 pm
San Damiano Retreat Center
710 Highland Dr., Danville
925-837-9141 katerik@sandamiano.org
As part of your Lenten spiritual practice, join us on
Wednesday evenings March 8- April 5 for Taize Prayer
in the San Damiano Retreat Chapel. Taize Prayer is a
prayer service designed for contemplation through
music, song, and silence. No prior knowledge for music
or singing is needed. Come away from your busy life to
rest in the Lord.
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SAINTS AND SINNERS, POPES AND PROBLEMS,
CREEDS AND COUNCILS: A 6-WEEK LENTEN
JOURNEY
Mondays, March 6 – April 10, 7:00 pm – 8:15 pm
Our Lady of Lourdes, 2808 Lakeshore Ave., Oakland
510-451—1790
lourdesoakland@icloud.com LourdesOakland.com
Join Fr. Thomas C. Weston, SJ for a series of six onehour offerings during Lent 2017. He will draw on
examples from church history to explore ways to deepen
our life of faith--exploring where we come from, how
we hang together, and where God is at work. The
journey will lead to the Rite of Reconciliation and the
Stations of the Cross.
March 6- Jews, Greeks, and Latins: The Stresses
and Strains of the Early Church
March 13- Greeks and Latins and Slaves:
Growth, Development, and Arguments a
Thousand Years Ago

Daylight Savings begin next weekend. Please
remember to set your clocks forward one hour
before bed on March 11.

WEEK-AT-A-GLANCE
Mon. 3/6

5pm
7pm

H: Lenten Soup
Religious Education

Tues. 3/7

6:45pm
7pm
7:30pm

CH: K of C Rosary
H: Hispanic Meeting
H: K of C Meeting

Wed. 3/8

5pm

P#2: Legion of Mary

Thurs. 3/9

7pm

CH: Divine Mercy
Group
H: RCIA

March 20- Rite of Reconciliation
March 27-Explosions in Western Europe:
Luther, Calvin, and Reform of the Roman
Church
April 3- The Church in the Modern World:
Vatican I, Vatican II and Today
April 10- Stations of the Cross

7-8:30pm
Fri. 3/10

7pm
7pm

Sat. 3/11

9-10:30am

P#1 Hispanic Choir
CH: Stations of the
Corss
Religious Education

Fr. Weston is widely regarded for his 40-year ministry
related to 12-step programs. Tom holds degrees in
counseling, education, and theology. He counsels,
conducts workshops and seminars, and preaches retreats
internationally. He is a long time friend to Our Lady of
Lourdes Parish and lives in Oakland.

MARYKNOLL BOLIVIA IMMERSION TRIP
August 14 – 26
Dn. Leonel Yoque 213-747-9676
LYouque@maryknoll.org
Maryknoll.us/home/mission-trips
Young adults seeking to enrich their personal and
ministerial Catholic Identity are invited to apply for this
immersion experience in Bolivia. Help out in programs
that benefit local people and the systems that jeopardize
their human dignity, build relationships within
communities, grow in Faith through on-site prayer and
reflection, and share the gift of your experience with
your peers as you return to the US. Deadline to apply is
April 30. Apply in English or Spanish.

RCIA
Please continue to pray for our catechumens and
candidates as they now enter into a period of deeper
formation in the RCIA process.

We thank all our advertisers who have helped
to fund the bulletin. We are still in need of
more sponsors to help us continue fund the
bulletin. To get more information on how you
can advertise your business, please call Jack
Wallrich direct at 503-314-9334.
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